The utilization of medical and nonmedical specialties in the assessment of child abuse in the military community.
The Family Advocacy Program is a Department of Defense-mandated program that is administered individually by the branches of the U.S. Armed Forces. Factors were sought that may influence the ultimate disposition of a suspected abuse case on a given base. Navy Child Abuse Subcommittees were exclusively chaired by pediatricians, while the Army and the Air Force used social workers and psychologists. The Army and Air Force used the same medical specialists to run the larger Family Advocacy Programs, while the Navy used non-medical active duty officers. Base authorities made the final judgment to implement a treatment plan more frequently at Navy and Army commands. The implications of overutilization of medical specialists and increased legal liability of non-medical personnel are discussed.